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In the postcolonial period, in order to deceive those non-white groups and 
females, hegemony takes the form of culture instead of economy. It has also become a 
field of cultural study which tends to study how cultures influence the society. 
Moreover, cultural hegemony finds its full play in America. White Anglo-Saxon 
Protestants, in order to maintain the superior position of their culture, have long been 
engaged in assimilating others, excluding others and labeling others’ culture as the 
inferior. In order to fight against hegemony, the colonized have to find their own 
identities, and appreciate the merits of their own traditions, thus forming their new 
identities. 
In The Changelings, Sinclair exposes the hegemony shows on Jewish Americans 
by Anglo-Saxon population. People who live in the East 120th are all white, most 
being Jews. With the affluent Jews moving to superior communities, the rest of the 
residents begin to worry about blacks rushing into their community. They try their 
best to stop these blacks from moving into the three vacant houses in the street. Their 
behaviors show the influence of racism—a form of cultural hegemony—with white 
culture as the dominant one. Judy Vincent is the only girl who talks to a black girl, 
Clara Jackson, which symbolizes their efforts of conquering cultural hegemony. 
However, it takes Judy great efforts to treat Clara and other blacks as equal human 
beings since she has been manipulated by the white culture for so long and is troubled 
by her own Jewish identity.  
Richard Wright describes in Native Son the hardships and suffering of black 
residents in Chicago and points out all the suffering are the result of hegemony. Mr. 
Dalton, a rich white man who employs Thomas Bigger as a chauffeur and offers him 
the chance to study, fails to notice that he has subconsciously forced the blacks to live 
in certain part of the city. With no place to live in and no ideal jobs to do, the blacks 
have to make choices, either fighting back, or being submissive, while Bigger chooses 
the former way to show his dissatisfaction to the dominant culture. He is caught by 
the police after murdering Mary Dalton, a white lady and Bessie, a black girl. Wright 
arranges a Jewish lawyer Max Boris to defend Bigger. After their conversation, 
Bigger begins to trust Max yet he also knows that Max would never fully understand 















someone who is claiming individual value in his acts of violence.  
This misunderstanding between Jewish Americans and African Americans has 
existed for a long time, and is also discussed in many other novels. Both Sinclair and 
Wright show their concerns of the misunderstanding of the two ethnic groups and 
reveal the root of misunderstanding to be the cultural hegemony of Anglo-Saxon 
culture, the dominant culture. In this essay, I will try to analyze the two novels from 
the perspective of cultural hegemony and identity search, pointing out that the hidden 
power of the two group’s misunderstanding or even hatred is the consequence of 
hegemony, and that through the search of identity, both ethnic groups would be able to 
gain the consciousness of themselves, thus fighting against hegemony.  
The thesis consists of six parts. In Introduction, a general review of cultural 
diversity in American society will be given. However, only one culture can be the 
dominant one, which reveals the strategy of cultural hegemony. Among all the Other 
cultures, African Americans and Jewish Americans seem deeply involved in each 
other’s written lines, causing a “Negro-Jewish alliance” in late 1960s and early 1970s 
and a heated debate between intellectuals from both groups on their relationship. 
Richard Wright and Jo Sinclair’s novels have foreshadowed this alliance and debate, 
and shown the writers’ concern for the relation between the two ethnic groups and the 
influence of dominant culture on the two Other cultures. 
Chapter One is an introduction of the two writers and literary reviews on them 
and the two novels. The two writers come from different ethnic groups, one is Jew 
and the other being black, yet they all show their concerns on the Jewish-black 
relationship by setting protagonists of blacks and Jews. Though Sinclair’s novel does 
not arouse huge attention as Wright’s, both of them have revealed the hidden power of 
cultural hegemony. 
Chapter Two is an introduction of cultural hegemony. Italian Marxist Antonio 
Gramsci is the first one who raised the concept and gave explanation for it. Both 
Cultural Studies and Postcolonialism borrow this concept and use it as a way to 
criticize literary works. Franz Fanon and Homi Bhabha give further explanation on 
national culture and cultural diversity, making complement to theories of hegemony, 
and showing their concern of the battle to hegemony. I also find the operation of 
hegemony appears in many American literary works, asserting the supremacy of the 
white culture. 















hegemony in The Changelings and Native Son. For centuries, American white culture 
has secretly manipulated the dominant culture through ideology and hegemony, and 
has drawn distinction between cultures and identified other cultures as inferior ones. 
Many Jewish traditions are discarded by American Jews for they are so eager to 
embrace the dominant culture after being hated for centuries that they have 
successfully been Americanized. African Americans, with low social status and less 
prosperity, have been treated like animals. African Americans hate Jews because they 
are white, and Jews hate the blacks because of racialism, a white supremacy. However, 
both writers show their ways to fight hegemony through the help of their opposite 
ethnic group—Judy finds ways to combat White supremacy with the help of Clara and 
Bigger learns more about himself with the assistance of Max. I also relate this 
black-Jewish relationship to other Jewish and black writers and their works, trying to 
show that both blacks and Jews are concerned about their hostility to each other and 
their confusion of their own identities. 
Chapter Four is concerning the search of identity. As I have discussed in Chapter 
Three, the Jews and blacks are unable to know each other when they are trapped in 
hegemony, and knowing who they are can be really helpful for them if they want to 
conquer the feeling of being superior or inferior to others. When they really know 
their root and history and understand their roles in the society, they will make a 
hybridty of their identities so that they could get rid of the manipulation of hegemony. 
It is also important to note that both Clara and Bigger have gotten help from Clara and 
Max, and finally know the key point of their identity issue. 
In conclusion, I list some of the problems that the two writers have overlooked. It 
is a pity that both writers fail to describe the psychological activities of the opposite 
group and only concentrate on their own identity issues. Although they do not criticize 
the problem of hegemony and identity as thoroughly as Gramsci, Fanon, and Bhabha, 
they sure have contributed a lot in giving us insight into hegemony and identity 
searching.  
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